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SUBJECT: TRIPARTITE AGREEMENT ON THE STRAITS OF MALACCA 

REF: MANILA 2846 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

1 . EMBASSY HAS SOUGHT, WITHOUT SUCCESS, TO OBTAIN TEXT OF 
AGREEMENT ON SAFETY OF NAVIGATION IN STRAITS OF MALACCA AND 
SINGAPORE SIGNED BY FOREIGN MINISTERS OF INDONESIA, MALAYSIA 
AND SINGAPORE IN MANILA ON FEBRUARY 24 (REFTEL). GEOFFREY YU, 

MFA POLITICAL DIVISION DEPUTY DIRECTOR (FOR USA) ON FEBRUARY 1 
TOLD EMBOFF THAT DOCUMENT WOULD NOT BE RELEASED AT THIS TIME. 

YU OBSERVED THAT ESSENCE OF "AGREEMENT” HAD BEEN REVEALED IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 SINGAP 00910 041047Z 

FOREIGN MINISTERS' STATEMENT SINCE "AGREEMENT" REPRESENTED 
NO MORE THAN ADOPTION BY THREE GOVERNMENTS OF RECOMMENDATIONS 
CONTAINED IN SENIOR OFFICIALS' REPORT. 

2. WHEN EMBOFF WONDERED ALOUD HOW IMCO APPROVAL 

WOULD BE SOUGHT AND HOW MARITIME USERS COULD ACCOMMONDATE 
THEIR OPERATIONS TO TRAFFIC SEPARATION SCHEME (TSS) 
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IF TEXT OF AGREEMENT WAS NOT AVAILABLE, YU SAID THESE 
SUBJECTS WOULD BE BASIS OF CONSULTATIONS WITH MARITIME 
STATES. JAPANESE HAD HOPED TO BEGIN SUCH CONSULTATIONS 
AT END OF MARCH, ACCORDING TO YU, BUT THERE WOULD 
PROBABLY BE SLIPPAGE SINCE DATES HAD NOT YET BEEN FIXED. 

3. REGARDING TRANSITIONAL PERIOD, YU SPOKE OF A PERIOD 
OF SIX OR SEVEN YEARS. HE SAID SUCH A TIME-FRAME IS 
ACCEPTABLE TO THE MALAYSIANS AND HE NOTED THAT THE 
INDONESIANS ARE MORE RELAXED THAN PREVIOUSLY 
ON THIS POINT. ON SEEKING IMCO APPROVAL, YU SAID THAT 
BOTH HMG AND JAPAN HAD URGED GOM THAT THIS WOULD 
BE BETTER THAN GOING FOR LOS TREATY SOLUTION. YU INDICATED 
THAT GOS FAVORED IMCO ROUTE BUT DIDN'T WANT TO PUSH GOM 
ANY FURTHER ON THIS POINT. 
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